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Aibi Kineni (right) and her niece Nancy Isikini at Kiunga Hospital after her operation. She can now she after 10 years.

Operations
give second
chances

ABOUT 80 people from South Fly district in Western are able to see again –
some after more than 10 years – thanks
to the Ok Tedi Development Foundation (OTDF).
With funding from the mine backers,
people were brought by boat to Kiunga
for their eye operation and accommodated at the Kiunga Vocational School.
The week-long surgeries ended on
Tuesday at the Kiunga Hospital.
Aibi Kineni, 50, is one of those who
is able to see again after 10 years.
“I can see things now from a long
distance as well. I was unable to see up
until the operation. It’s nice,” she said.
The operation was part of OTDF’s
Community Mine Continuation Agreement Middle South Fly Health Programme launched last July in the province.
Funded by OTDF and implemented
by Abt JTA, the programme was aimed
to work in partnership with health-care

providers to improve health. The main
goal of the programme was to support
health providers to achieve the PNG
health plan and Western health plan
targets.
The programme is for five years,
costing K43 million.
Abt JTA primary health care technical adviser Christine Evans said: “A lot
of this type of blindness can be treated
and is not necessarily preventable because it’s quite hard to prevent something to do with your body as you get
older, but you can fix that problem if
you have access to eye surgery.
“These are some of the things that
happen when people get older – and the
at’s cataracts in your eyes.
“It’s more common when you get
older and something called a pterygium, which is a little growth that can
occur on the eye and that’s fairly common in hot climates with bright sunshine.”

THERE is poor unity and cooperation
between the political and administration levels at the Lae Urban local level
government, former Lae Lord Mayor
James Khay claims.
He said Lae Urban had been in red
for years and this should be resolved so
the city could move ahead.
“The way out of this mess is for Lae
to accept and formalise the city commission status as soon as possible,”
Khay said.
He urged the parties to unite and
cooperate for the benefit of residents,
ratepayers, business houses and the
people of Morobe.
“Lae city is a metropolitan city but
has been running in the red for years
and I want to stress that there are many
things we have to address,” he said. “I

now see that in the LULLG, the administration is working in isolation and the
councillors and the Lord Mayor are
working in isolation, there is no team
work.”
Khay, who publicly advocated for
Lae to have a city commission status
under a separate act, said Lae would be
an example for other provincial centres.
With an expected K100 million to
be pumped yearly into Lae city commission, Khay said all the issues associated with LULLG and the Lae city
council would be addressed.
“We must commission this city, the
sooner the better. I have fought for two
years and now the document is with the
National Executive Council waiting for
commissioning,” he said.

Call for unity, cooperation

